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English Vocabulary Teaching by Utilizing ‘English’ in Japanese

Kenshiro TAKEUCHIY

Abstract

Increasing numbers of English loanwords(katakana-go) are used in Japanese recently. There are pros and cons as to
whether or not to accept katakana-go. However, it is a fact that they have become an integral part of the Japanese
language. Some are useful for Japanese students to increase their English vocabulary, because students already
know the meaning of these loanwords to some extent, either correctly or incorrectly. What is required is adequate
assistance to help the students use these loanwords correctly in English. This study aims to examine how to help
students increase their English vocabulary by incorporating these loanwords into their English vocabulary with
correct English usage. Some of the problems that students have are mistakes in spelling caused by phonetic
differences between English and Japanese. For example, students have difficulties distinguishing ‘I’ and ‘r’ sounds
not only when listening and pronouncing but also when spelling, resulting in such misspellings as in * lirax’ for
‘relax’. The same thing can be said about the letters such as ‘s’ and ‘¢’ when students try to write them. Other
problems are caused by pseudo-loanwords (wasei-eigo) coined in Japan, which sound like loanwords from English,
and lead to students being tempted to use them without thinking. This may result in communication breakdown,

for which this study is to find a breakthrough.
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