A Study on the Colors
Used in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
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When you read “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, you will notice that this drama is colored

beautifully with a lot of color words such as “red”, “yellow”, and “green”.

almost no lighting equipment.
imagination of the audience.

Midsummer Night’s Dream”.

In those days, there was

So Shakespeare needed to use words very effectively to arouse the

In this paper I analyzed the frequency of the color words in “A
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2. ”Black”
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(DAct 2, Scene 2
FAIRY
Hence, you long-legg'd spinners, hence!
Beetles black, approach not near;
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@Act 3, Scene 1
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The ousel cock so black of hue,
With orange-tawny bill,
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The starry welkin cover thou anon
With drooping fog as black as Acheron,
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@®Act 3, Scene 2
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They willfully themselves exile from light
And must for aye consort with black-brow'd night.
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O grim-look'd night! O night with hue so black!
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(DAct 3, Scene 1
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Most radiant Pyramus, most lily-white of hue,
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Of colour like the red rose on triumphant brier,
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@Act 3, Scene 2
OBERON
Even till the eastern gate, all fiery-red,
Opening on Neptune with fair blessed beams,
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Mounsieur Cobweb, good mounsieur, get you your
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weapons in your hand, and kill me a red-hipped
humble-bee on the top of a thistle;
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4. "White”
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(DAct 2, Scene 1
OBERON
It fell upon a little western flower,
Before milk-white, now purple with love's wound,
And maidens call it love-in-idleness.
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@Act 3, Scene 1
FLUTE
Most radiant Pyramus, most lily-white of hue,

Of colour like the red rose on triumphant brier,
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®Act 3, Scene 2
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That pure congealed white, high Taurus snow,
Fann'd with the eastern wind, turns to a crow
When thou hold'st up thy hand: O, let me kiss
This princess of pure white, this seal of bliss!
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(DAct 1, Scene 2

BOTTOM
I will discharge it in either your straw-colour
beard, your orange-tawny beard, your purple-in-grain
beard, or your French-crown-colour beard, your
perfect yellow.
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And sat with me on Neptune's yellow sands,
Marking the embarked traders on the flood,
When we have laugh'd to see the sails conceive
And grow big-bellied with the wanton wind;
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Opening on Neptune with fair blessed beams,
Turns into yellow gold his salt green streams.
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This cherry nose,
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These yellow cowslip cheeks,
Are gone, are gone:
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------ and your tongue's sweet air
More tuneable than lark to shepherd's ear,
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds appear.
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@Act 2, Scene 1
FAIRY
And I serve the fairy queen,

To dew her orbs upon the green.



MRFE O EARIAEZ 2 Z 05,
FEDFES X E BT OEE T
@Act 2, Scene 1
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And now they never meet in grove or green,
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By fountain clear, or spangled starlight sheen,
But, they do square,
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TITANIA
The ox hath therefore stretch'd his yoke in vain,
The ploughman lost his sweat, and the green corn
Hath rotted ere his youth attain'd a beard;
And the quaint mazes in the wanton green
For lack of tread are undistinguishable:
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------ This green plot shall be our
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stage, this hawthorn-brake our tiring-house;
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®Act 3, Scene 1
TITANTA
Feed him with apricocks and dewberries,
With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberries;
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Opening on Neptune with fair blessed beams,
Turns into yellow gold his salt green streams.
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His eyes were green as leeks.
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I will discharge it in either your straw-colour
beard, your orange-tawny beard, your purple-in-grain
beard, or your French-crown-colour beard, your
perfect yellow.
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@Act 2, Scene 1
OBERON
It fell upon a little western flower,
Before milk-white, now purple with love's wound,
And maidens call it love-in-idleness.
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®Act 3, Scene 1

TITANIA

Feed him with apricocks and dewberries,

With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberries;
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@®Act 3, Scene 2
OBERON
Flower of this purple dye,
Hit with Cupid's archery,
Sink in apple of his eye.

[%o2—ty FRORIZHENT,
BRICYE S 7O X
DK F TYA & B (3% 2%)

9. ”"Orange” (AL ) 1IAHMT 2 HaTlZEH I
TW5,

(DAct 1, Scene 2
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I will discharge it in either your straw-colour

beard, your orange-tawny beard, your purple-in-grain
beard, or your French-crown-colour beard, your
perfect yellow.
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BOTTOM

The ousel cock so black of hue,

With orange-tawny bill,
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